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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
“LOOKING FORWARD BEYOND THE PANDEMIC”
By John Darin

I was reflecting recently on the significance of Labor Day, a celebration
of the American worker, who built the middle class on his and her labor
and dreams. It is a bittersweet reflection because of the current COVID-19 pandemic, with so
many people unemployed, businesses closing, and society in a very unsettled state.
But, we do have our collective love of gardening and community service to keep us going and
keep us strong during these very difficult and increasingly dangerous times. This pandemic
has hit all of us, our communities, and our operations quite hard. BCSEM has been forced to
cancel all 2020 Quarterly Meetings, and the individual Service Award presentation! We are
exercising an abundance of caution, and postponing all group activities and events until next
year.
The pandemic has affected various beautification operations at a municipal level, also. Meetings have been held remotely, via Zoom videoconferencing, Microsoft Team, Google Meet or
some other proprietary software. We are just beginning to open up in Wyandotte, but very
cautiously. Masks are required to enter City Hall, and we observe social distancing when we
meet in the City Council Chambers. The Wyandotte Beautification Commission previously
met routinely in an administrative conference room, to permit close contact and sharing of cell
phone photos, gardening catalogs, Four Star Greenhouse Landscape Guides, and other resources. Nope, no more! Our commissioners still perform dig-in, clean-up, and maintenance
of our planted beds, but our labors of love are very solitary, no groups, and everyone masked
up.
But we Americans are a very hardy and determined people. It is vitally important that we all
take the current pandemic very seriously, mask up indoors, and observe appropriate social
distancing to help mitigate the spread of this very nasty virus. The State of Michigan has had
over 100,000 cases of COVID-19 infection, and almost 7,000 deaths, almost a 6 % death rate.
We do have control of our destiny regarding the spread of COVID-19. If we all diligently
follow the science, do our share, and play our part, we will all live to see another year, and
BCSEM can resume its Quarterly Meetings and ISA Award presentations in 2021.

I urge all of our membership to join me in looking beyond the pandemic to a better time
ahead. BUT, we all need to do our part, be unrelenting in our quest for the health and safety
of our communities, and make our individual and collective voices be heard at the ballot box .

Vote your conscience. Just vote! Take care, and be safe!
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The KMB Foundation, Jerry Stone, Pat Deck, Don Graham, and Jack Frucci
met with Duncan Campbell of the Oudolf Garden Detroit to view the work on
the garden. Extensive work on the plumbing intra structure, raising the elevation of the soil, a storm water system for a rain garden were among the issues of
the site to be corrected before planting could begin. The KMB Foundation donation of $10,000 will be used to aid in the sustainability of the garden for decades to come.

CONDOLENCES FROM BCSEM
Our prayers and thoughts are with Pat Deck and
her family with the loss of Pat’s husband, Larry.
He was a good friend of BCSEM and KMB. Larry
will be remembered for his kind personality and
sense of humor.
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2020 Redford Township Best Yard Awards
By Redford Township Beautification Commission
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There are so many beautiful yards in Redford that it makes it difficult to
choose a “best” yard. The Beautification Commission members get help
with the selection process from residents who take the time to send us a
nomination of a front yard with beautiful curb appeal.
This year there were so many great yards, it was hard to narrow it down
and twelve yards were selected for the best yard award this year and are
pictured below. The winners will receive a plaque and yard sign to commemorate their efforts which will be delivered by members of the commission. Here are a couple that were recognized as 2020 Redford Township
Best Yard Awards. Lovely yards.

The Oudolf Garden Detroit
A garden comes to life...the garden site has been a whirlwind of activity
in recent weeks. Piet’s experienced team-Roy Diblik, Austin Eischeid,
and Annamaria Leon-and a professional crew from United Lawnscape,
InSite Design, Lurie Garden, UM-SEAS and our grounds crew planted
nearly 26,000 plants to bring his Belle Isle garden design to fruition.
The team worked tirelessly through sunshine and rain, finishing two
days ahead of schedule. We witnessed a host of vibrant activity with
bees, dragonflies and butterflies welcoming the new plants, while birds,
animals and many passers-by watched with curiosity. Our media team
captured stunning imagery in the process. The photos below show the
workers and their work to complete the garden The pathways and rain
garden will be planted in the autumn. Our sights are set for summer
2021 for the grand opening. Text and photos are from their website:
info@oudolfgardendetroit.org.

Short notes...
What is happening in
your community is important for you to share and
for others to learn. It can
inspire others to create
ideas that can be new or to
enhance programs already
in place. Please send info
to fischerh@ameritech.net
to be included in this
newsletter. Even what
seems to be minor can influence others. Thanks.

BCSEM
16 ALGER PLACE
GROSSE POINTE, MI 48230

Jim Keehn maintains our
BCSEM website. He publishes each newsletter on
the site. If you’ve misplaced your copy or
maybe would like to share
this newsletter or past ones
with others, you have a
copy from our website.

Redford Beautification
Commission's SHARE
THE SUNSHINE Zinnia Garden is up and
growing! Zinnias are
planted with the intent
to be picked by residents to bring home or
to share with others.

