
     The holiday season is just a pleasant 
memory, and the last football game has 
been played.  As we suffer with or enjoy our 
winter weather, we look back on the last 
BCSEM meeting of 2012 and anticipate our 
new schedule for 2013.                                    

      The December meeting was held in 
Dearborn Heights; it was a wonderful gath-
ering with a distinctive blue and white color 
scheme for the tables, including special blue 
poinsettias!  Two decorated cakes were cre-
ated, one for Dearborn Heights, and one to 
celebrate BCSEM’s 50th Anniversary.  A 
most informative speaker, Bob Jastrezebski, 
presented “The Art of Beekeeping”.  He was 
so interesting that he nearly ran out of time.  
Bob had a good response to the sale of his 
honey products following the meeting.  
Karen Kasprzyk and her committee outdid 
themselves with all the holiday prepara-
tions.  A new slate of officers was elected 
and has started it’s work on behalf of 
BCSEM. 

     Our next Quarterly Meeting will be on 
March 21, 2013 in Chesterfield Township.  
The invitations are being prepared to be 
sent out.  The speakers’ subjects of Chester-
field History, Perennial Sunflowers and 
Rain Gardens and Rain Barrels seem to be 
top quality.  Be there to enjoy! 

     And now, we’re in the final stretch of 

planning for the 50th Anniversary Cele-
bration.  Twenty-four communities will 
be honored for their long-standing service 
to BCSEM.  Altogether, we expect to have 
representatives from over fifty cities, 
townships, and groups to attend this gala 
event!  Special souvenirs and mementoes 
will be given to all who attend, adding to 
the fun of the day. We planned for limited 
public funding for the 50th event.  Al-
though the deadline has passed, several 
late entries have come in for the Patrons 
pages in the Anniversary Booklet.  For 
only $15.00, you may still have your name 
added to the list of BCSEM Patrons.   

     Dorothy Wood, our current Historian, 
is also our new Treasurer.  She is still 
keeping current events in a scrapbook.  
She is always interested in receiving in-
formation from our member communities 
to add to the book.  

       We are constantly searching for loca-
tions for Quarterly Meetings.  Please con-
tact me or any officer to offer your com-
munity as a meeting site.  You will be re-
warded for your efforts by being able to 
show off the best of your home town.  
Even if you have been a host in the past 
few years, we welcome an invitation to 
visit again!   

     With the 50th celebration coming up 
quickly, you can be sure that the commit-
tee is working hard to make it a memora-
ble experience.  So mark your calendar for 
Sunday, May 19, 2013—the date of the 
BCSEM 50th Anniversary Celebration.   

See you then! 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Stone 

Greetings From Your President by Jerry Stone 
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Community Garden’s at River’s Edge  by John Darin 

specially constructed for this purpose.  That way, the 

quality of the soil that the fruits and vegetables are 

grown in can be controlled.  The original raised beds 

were built from old Roosevelt High School bleacher 

seats when they were re-built.  The Community Garden 

started off modestly, with nearly 15 raised beds.  It has 

expanded to over 20 raised beds by 2010.                             

As fortune would have it, the Beautification Commis-

sion learned in April of last year, that the garden Com-

munity Garden lot needed to be vacated and cleared by 

July, because the property was going to be developed.  

Through the wonderful support of Mayor Joseph Peter-

son, the City Council, and DDA director, Natalie 

Rankine, the Commission received quick approval to 

relocate the garden.  It was moved to a vacant, city-

owned lot in the center of downtown Wyandotte.  The 

beauty of that location is that it would now be directly 

adjacent to the Wyandotte Farmer’s Market.  The Com-

mission expects a special relationship to develop be-

tween the two.  It would be only about 6 weeks before 

the crops needed to be in the ground.  Undaunted, the 

Commission approved an aggressive action plan to 

move the gardens.  By the end of May, 2012, the exist-

ing raised beds were relocated, additional beds were 

constructed and filled, and plants were in the soil!  A 

ribbon-cutting ceremony took place in July, 2012. 

 The City of Wyandotte and it’s Beautification     

Commission have promoted the Wyandotte 

neighborhood Community Garden since 2006.  The 

garden was the brainchild of Carol Resto, former 

Beautification Commission Chairwoman, who got 

her inspiration from MSU Extension seminars on the 

subject.  Community gardens are a wonderful way to 

capture green space that really works for the commu-

nity.  The original location for the first six years of the    

garden was on a vacant, privately-owned lot near the 

downtown area. The Community Garden is planned 

and organized by the Wyandotte Beautification  

Commission.  The Commission’s annual budget is 

allocated from the Downtown Development Author-

ity’s approved budget.  The Commissioners devote a 

tremendous amount of their time as volunteers, 

working to maintain the Community Garden, 

amongst a growing number of other activities.  A 

special thank you goes out to Commissioners Bill 

Summerell and Karen  Tavernier, who are the     

Community Garden coordinators.  The Commission 

relies on a large number of volunteers from the    

community, city departments, and service workers      

provided through the court system to bring projects 

to completion.  We owe a debt of gratitude to all.                                                                

The Community Garden utilizes raised beds that are 
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Please contact me by phone at 586-465-9747,  or by                

e-mail at keehns@ wowway.com to submit your story. 

I would love to hear about your community project, 

past or present, to feature in an upcoming newsletter.  

Would You Like to Feature a Community Project?   By Susan Keehn 

Inside Story Headline 

 

There are many special features and highlights of this new Community Garden.  This 

garden space boasts 33 large 4’x 8’ raised garden beds, with 16 beds being newly-

constructed of rot-resistant ACQ lumber by the City of Wyandotte Department of Pub-

lic Services.  They also relocated our decorative fencing.  All raised beds were filled by 

the community service workers with a very rich mix of topsoil, compost, and manure.  

Six yards was donated by the Panetta’s Landscape Supplies of Taylor.  An ample, cen-

trally-located fresh water supply manifold with 4 hose bibs was installed by the City of 

Wyandotte Engineering Department, who also performed the lot survey, and staking 

of the corners.  There were modest rental fees, but they were discontinued in 2012.  

Garden plot renters include Wyandotte residents, non-profit and faith-based organiza-

tions based in Wyandotte, and local Wyandotte schools.  All garden beds were occu-

pied last year, and there is a first-come, first served waiting list.  Those persons inter-

ested in renting a no-fee plot are required to sign a renter’s agreement, which includes 

both garden etiquette and hold harmless language for the city.  Gardeners can grow 

fruit, vegetables, and flowers.  Some of the harvest goes to food banks, and some is 

used for personal consumption.  The plantings, soil amendments, fertilizers, and pesti-

cides are restricted to the extent that they do not affect neighboring plots.  There is a no

-pets policy.  It is a goal of the Beautification Commission to develop a workable Or-

ganic Use Policy for the garden in 2013.  There has been minimal mischief in the gar-

den, as this project is well-respected in the city.  The Community Garden is indeed a 

community effort.  The City of Wyandotte looks for it’s continued growth.  For more 

information, please visit the Beautification Commission website at   

www.wyandotte.net/beautification. 

BCSEM        

QUARTERLY 

MEETINGS 

 

*March  2013: 

Chesterfield 

*May 2013: 

50th Ann. in 

Southfield 

*Sept. 2013: 

Shelby/Utica/SH 

*Dec. 2013: 

To be Announced 
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What can you do that is different and crea-

tive that will raise adequate funding for 

your new community project?  Getting in-

spired to raise the required money to get 

your project off the ground can be time-

consuming and challenging.  There are 

many unusual ways of raising money 

through fundraising in a non-traditional 

way.  If you are willing to think-out-of-the-

box, you may really enjoy the following 

ideas:                                                                     

Sweetheart Flower Sale: Ask local florists 

and stores to donate flowers, bouquets, cor-

sages, single stems of carnations or roses.  

Set up tables and displays at your city or 

township office, library entry, high school, 

etc.  Ask for a minimum donation for what-

ever holiday flowers you are promoting for 

Valentines Day, Easter, Mother’s Day, 

Prom, Homecoming, Sweetest day, etc.         

Art in the Garden Evening:  Provide a   

relaxing, outdoor evening for a minimum 

donation to tour the gardens you have 

worked on, adding local artists displaying 

their works, and pleasant background       

music provided by a volunteer group of 

musicians.  Ask local restaurants to pro-

vide tastings, and perhaps a wine-tasting. 

Birthday Kits:  At the beginning of the 

year, offer residents the opportunity to pre

-pay for delivery of birthday kits through-

out the year to their friends or family in 

your city.  The kits may include cookies, a 

cake, donuts, or trinkets to honor the      

recipient’s birthday.                                        

Kiss a Senior Goodbye:  Sell pre-paid 

boxes of chocolate kisses with messages to 

parents of graduation students.                    

Community Talent Show:  Ask a school or 

church in your city to host a resident talent 

show.  Hold auditions prior to the show 

day, and decide on the top acts.  Charge 

admission and sell donated refreshments.  

Ask a local celebrity to judge. 

 Fundraising Ideas for Community Projects by Susan Keehn 

WWW.BCSEM.ORG 

Think Spring!  by Susan Keehn 

This eye-popping beauty is called Joseph’s Coat              

Amaranth.  It was named after the colorful coat that the   

Biblical Joseph’s father gave to him.  This Amaranth is very 

easy to grow from see.  The stunning display of tri-colored 

foliage lasts the entire growing season.  The plant’s height is           

18-24”.  Select a warm location, full sun to part shade.  Plant 

seeds in late spring, after the soil has warmed.  It’s the      

perfect splash of color! 

 


