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BEAUTIFICATION COUNCIL
OF SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN
Area 1 of Keep Michigan Beautiful, Inc.

Quarterly Meetings
2017-2018
June 15 Grosse Ile (see
page 3 for details)
September 21 Detroit
GardenCenter
December 14 Dearborn
March 22, 2018
Chesterfield
Township
June 2018 OPEN
September 20, 2018
Sterling Heights
December 2018 OPEN

Eastpointe shows their
Beautification Spirit…This year they
posted a recording of the ceremony
on their website. Cardi DeMonaco of
Eastpointe says “Residents are
always sure to share compelling
stories of the work they have done on
their property!”

Message from John Darin:
In matters of style, swim with
the current; in matters of principle, stand like a rock. -- Thomas Jefferson

BCSEM Historian
Needed
11/17/67 The Historic files
and records were begun.Current
historian position open, please
contact Dorothy Wood for info.

Individual Service
Awards, WE WANT
YOU!!

The purpose of the award is to
honor an individual for
outstanding volunteer efforts in
the fields of beautification or
ecology. The recipient of this
award must be an individual from
a BCSEM member community
and an unpaid volunteer worker.
1. Explain the background of the
individual and reason for
nomination.
2. Describe the project or the on
going activities.
3. How did the community benefit
from the project?
4. Include photos, articles, anything
to reinforce the nomination.

FORM AND INSTRUCTION AT:
http://www.bcsem.org/
isanomination.pdf

BCSEM Novi Quarterly Meeting
A good time was had by all, St. Patrick’s Day theme was
a perfect SPRING, think GREEN, after a long winter!
Thank you Rick Meader, Roy Prentice, & BC!!
Top left: Colleen Crossey, Novi BC Top right: Carolyn Upton, Novi BC; Ed
Minas, Novi BC Volunteer; Celia Todd, Novi BC Bottom left: Henrietta
Baczewski, BCSEM, Rick Meader, Novi, LoisAdams, BCSEM Bottom right: Pat
Deck, BCSEM Past President
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Can Barn Owls be used to
fight rat problems in cities?
Keeping rodents in check seems
to have been quite a problem even
for Nature, or she wouldn't have had
to design such a high-tech killer as
the owl. The technical specifications
of owls read like something from the
Mad Science Department
at the Pentagon -except that it works
with unfailing efficiency,
having been under
development for about
26 million years. Rats
and mice are nocturnal,
but hiding in the dark won't save
them from an owl. Owls have very
large, deep and specially adapted
eyes that can see in the dark -- and
they see perfectly well in the daylight
too, better than humans do. Most
likely the rat won't even be trying to
hide, because it won't know the owl
is there. Owls have special feathers
and special comb structures on their
wings that muffle the sound of the air
rushing by. They fly in an eerie
silence, like ghosts -- the rat can't
hear the owl, but the owl can hear
the rat, and knows exactly where it
is.
Owls hear in three dimensions. The
specialized part of the brain that
deals with hearing is much bigger
and more complex in owls than in
other birds. The flat, heart-shaped
disc of feathers that gives owls their
distinct faces works like a radar dish,
catching sounds and directing them
to the ears. The owl alters the shape
of the disk with special sets of
muscles to focus the incoming
sound-waves from a rodent making
the slightest movement up to
hundreds of feet away in the dark.
The owl can gauge whether the
sound reaches one ear before it
reaches the other -- a time difference
of only a few millionths of a second -and turns in that direction until the
sound reaches both ears at the same
instant: the prey is then straight
ahead, the owl moves in for the kill.
Barn owls and other night owls have
one ear set higher than the other,
and the ear openings are set at
different angles: higher or lower
sounds tell them how far away the
rat is. The left, right, up and down
signals create an exact image of the
prey's location, even in total
darkness.

The Mayor’s Monarch
Butterfly Pledge
If you were at Novi’s quarterly
meeting you would have seen their
Monarch Butterfly pledge poster
and learned about their 800
Square foot Monarch Waystation
(created and maintained by their
Beautification Commission). If your
commission is interested read on!!
Thank you Novi for raising
awareness!
The monarch butterfly is an iconic
North American species whose
multigenerational migration and
metamorphosis from caterpillar to
butterfly has captured the

and libraries. Schools, homes and
businesses can all provide essential
habitat for monarchs too. Simple
changes in landscaping ordinances or
school policies can make a big
difference for the monarch.
Educating citizens about how and where
to grow milkweed is also a key piece of
the puzzle. Creating habitat and
educating citizens will benefit other
pollinators that need healthy habitat as
well.
When mayors speak up and take a
stand, citizens notice. Therefore, we
hereby commit to help restore habitat for
the monarch and encourage our citizens
to do the same, so that these
magnificent butterflies will once again
flourish across the continent.
Sign the pledge at www.nwf.org/
mayorsmonarchpledge ###
PROUD Michigan Mayors that have
signed the Pledge:

imagination of millions of
Americans.
We, the undersigned mayors and
local government chief executives,
are deeply concerned about the
decline of the monarch butterfly
population. Twenty years ago,
more than one billion Eastern
monarch butterflies migrated to
Mexico. In the winter of 2014, only
60 million made the trip.
The North American monarch
population has declined by more
than 90 percent in the past two
decades. Monarch scientists
attribute the decline to degradation
and loss of summer breeding
habitat in the U.S., and loss of
winter habitat in Mexico. Western
populations of monarch butterflies
that overwinter in California are
also in decline.
Cities, towns and counties have a
critical role to play to help save the
monarch butterfly. Municipalities in
particular can provide habitat at
public parks, median strips,
community gardens and municipal
buildings that serve as community
hubs such as recreation centers

Mayor’s Monarch Pledge circle 8 or
more actions for the Monarch Butterfly:
Mayor Mark Warba Big Rapids, MI
Dr. Ken Massey Farmington Hills, MI
Mayor Robert Denner Grosse Pointe
Park, Mayor John Newberry Keego
Harbor, MI
Mayor’s Monarch Pledge that are
taking at least 3 actions for the
monarch:
Mayor Christopher Taylor Ann Arbor, MI
Mayor Bob Gatt Novi, MI
Mayor Richard Brooks Plainwell, MI
Mayor Cathy Daldin Rochester, MI
Mayor James Foutes Warren, MI
Mayor William Wild Westland, MI
Mayor Amanda Edmonds Ypsilanti, MI
Rick
Meader
suggests
starting
with this
book
“Bringing
Nature
Home” by
Doug
Tallamy
as a good
resource
for why native plants are so important
no matter how small or large your space
is!

June 1, 2017

WWW.BCSEM.ORG

GROSSE ILE QUARTERLY
MEETING…WE ARE
GOING TO THE ISLAND…
for historic preservation!!
Gibraltar Celebrates 180 year of
Existence
The event explored Gibraltar’s history
from even earlier than the date the city
was founded, March 14, 1837 by
including Native American history of the
area.
The Wyandot (also known as Huron)
tribe held its council fire at the property
now known as Six Points off South
Gibraltar Road. In 2014, the Wyandot
Nation of Oklahoma purchased the
property, and currently the Oklahoma
branch of the tribe leases it to the local
Wyandot of Anderdon tribe.
Chief Ted Roll was one of the speakers
at the March event. He said many aren’t
aware of the rich history of Gibraltar in
general and Six Points specifically.
Many people don’t know that the
Gibraltar and Brownstown areas were
the sites of skirmishes in the War of
1812, for instance, he said.
Roll’s talk included a history of the tribe
and the tribe’s plans for Six Points. “We
are planning on building a timeline trail
or boardwalk over the wetlands and
along the creek, so we can explain the
importance of the property,” he said.
They also are hoping to erect a
community building where people can
learn more about local history, he said.
The Gibraltar Historical Museum’s
Director, Dorothy Wood, said the event
not only celebrates 180 years of
Gibraltar history, but also the fifth
anniversary of the historical museum.
The museum will have been in
existence for five years as of the first
week in May, she said. The museum is
on the 2nd floor of Gibraltar City Hall,
29450 Munro Avenue.

The Island Beautification Committee is
hosting the Beautification Council of SE
Michigan for a program and lunch at the
Ford Yacht Club on Thurs., June 15.
Beginning at 9:30 a.m. with a
continental breakfast for those members
of beautification committees and
commissions in the southeastern area of
Michigan, the program follows at 10
a.m. The theme is Historic Preservation
and invitees will be treated to a talk

Don’t forget to renew your
membership!
Gothic Revival
“Wedding Cake House”

along with visuals by several
homeowners on Grosse Ile who have
brought their historic homes built at the
time of the Civil War up to 21st Century
standards. Also speaking will be John
Wilkie, the architect who restored the
former Naval Air Station Hangar 1 into
an up-to-date township hall.
Along with the Historic Preservation
theme, IBC member Colleen Gimpel
and her husband Chris have hand made
16 miniature lighthouses to be raffled off
after lunch along with a water color of
Grosse Ile’s historic lighthouse by IBC
member and artist Irma Slimko.
After the lunch interested guests will be
able to take a bus ride around the Island
to view historic homes and the township
hall.
Tickets for the event which include the
program and lunch are $15 and a check
should be sent to the township care of
Margie Gape by June 5. The address is
Grosse Ile Township Hall, 9601 Groh,

Wyandotte of Anderdon Chief
Ted Roll giving his six points

Grosse Ile, MI 48138. Interested
community members are also invited to
attend.

Membership is key to networking,
getting new ideas, and reenergizing
our goals!!
Thank you to the cities below for their
BCSEM Membership:
Allen Park, Berkley, BrownstowneTwp,
Center Line, Chesterfield Twp,
Dearborn, Detroit Garden Center,
Farmington Hills, Flat Rock, Gibraltar,
Grosse Ile, Grosse Pointe Farms
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe
Shores, Harper Woods, Harrison Twp
Highland Twp Garden Club, Huntington
Woods, Inkster, Lathrop Village,
Marysville, Mount Clemens, Northville,
Northville Twp, Novi, Oak Park, Village
of Oxford, Roseville, Shelby Twp,
Sterling Heights, Southfield, St. Clair
Shores, Trenton, Warren, Waterford,
Wayne, Wyandotte. *** Individual
members not listed but appreciated!! If
you have a friend in a community not
listed, invite them to join!! Forms can be
found at http://www.bcsem.org/
bcsemapplication.pdf
For FUN..Visit Brenda’s Butterfly
Habitat in person: 6414 Merriman
Road, Westland, MI (opens 6/1-9/1)
or on the web at
www.butterfliesinthegarden.com
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President:
John Darin
Past President:
A. Pat Deck
1st Vice President:
Betty Stone
2nd Vice President:
Open
Rec./Corr. Secretary:
Flo Jagielski

Traveller’s Corner
Destination Dahlia
Hill, Midland,
Michigan !!!
Charles Breed and his
family moved to Midland
because of Alden B. Dow's
architecture. Charles Breed
was an artist know nationally
for his innovative work using
plastic as an art medium.

Treasurer/
Membership/
Historian:
Dorothy Wood

Directors for 2017/18:
Lois Adams
James Keehn
COMMITEES:
ISA Award(s):
John Darin
Travel Trophy:
Lois Adams

Parliamentarian:
A. Pat Deck
Website/Facebook:
James Keehn
webadmin@bcsem.org
Newsletter:
Tracy Lyon
tracylyon2004@yahoo.com
Contact:
John Darin, Pres.
johndarin2@gmail.com

BCSEM NEWSLETTER
646 University Place
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Breed declined recalling that
Alden Dow had told him that
the only “hill" in Midland
should have a special
purpose. Eventually, Fisher,
the developer agreed to let
Breed plant Dahlias on his
vacant lot.That was the
beginning of Dahlia Hill in
1992. Fisher helped expand
the planting area by putting
in an irrigation system.
The garden presently is
planted according to a plan
each May, and includes
more than 250 varieties
within the 3,000 dahlias
planted. Dahlia Hill is
maintained by volunteers,
and there is no admission
for visitors. The hill is tiered
with spectacular collections
of dahlias.

Directors for 2016/17:
Henrietta Baczewski
Jerald Stone

Raffle:
Henrietta Baczewski

planned to build condos if
Breed sold him his parcel.

In 1966 Crisann Breed
(Breed’s daughter) gave her
mother yellow and red
dahlia tubers for Mother's
Day. Her father, Charles
Breed, planted the tubers
and began a life-long love
affair with dahlias.Twentyfive seasons later he owned
1,700 tubers growing next to
his design studio. However,
a developer, Bill Fisher,
bought the unimproved
parcel next to Breed’s, and

Dahlia Hill was honored by
Keep Michigan Beautiful
with the President's Plaque
in 2010. PBS has featured
Dahlia Hill.
It's only a short drive from
the Dow Gardens, and wellworth the little detour.
Address: Dahlia Hill, 2809
Orchard Drive, Midland,
Michigan 48640 Website:
http://www.dahliahill.org
By Regina Gersch

The Macomb County Board
of Commissioners honored
125 schools April 17 at its
ninth annual Michigan
Green Schools Celebration.
Programs from all around
the county were
acknowledged for their
innovative practices in
encouraging students to
reduce, reuse, and recycle.
A new “Green Advocate”
award was created this year
to honor an individual who
has exemplified what it
means to go above and
beyond, dedicates
themselves to green
practices, and inspires
others by example. The
inaugural Green Advocate
award went to Kevin Bai of
Chippewa Valley High
School. Mr. Bai will be
honored for his extensive list
of accomplishments at the
April 27 full board meeting
by the commissioners.
Next year will be the 10th
annual Green Schools
celebration.

